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Availability of eyeblink activity as index of usability:
Observation of eyeblinks during browsing WWW.

Takashi MATSUO

Abstract

Eveblink activity is suppressed on tasks with high cognitive loads. Eyeblink is influenced by cognitive
loads during operation machine. Therefore eyeblik may be used as an index of usability. The activity of
the blink under browsing WWW was observed. As browsing task is similar to discrete trial task, the pat-
tern of temporal distribution of blinks can be shown. As a result, when the menu was operated, the sup-
pression of the blink was caused. Moreover, the peak at the blink rate was seen immediately after the
selection of the menu. The selection of menu required subjects relatively high cognitive process. It was

suggested to be able to use the blink activity as an index of usability.
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